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Slamming Israel, giving Palestinians a free pass

Letter to Economist, published in electronic edition, July 10th, 2007.
SIR —

It is surprising that your article makes no reference to academic freedom. Condemnations of the boycott in 2002 by academic organizations such as the Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship (reaffirmed in 2007) and open letters by academics, have all focused on the boycott as an assault on academic freedom. Journalists have also joined the fight, condemning the boycott as against freedom of speech.  Although the boycotters, who are themselves academics, may think that their methods will persuade Israel to change its policies, they fail to recognize that this strategy, which sacrifices the basic principles of freedom of speech, is an irrational one, which also places them beyond the pale of any genuine academic community.

 
John Furedy
Sydney
