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Review of: Furedy, John J. "Velvet Totalitarianism on Canadian Campuses: Subverting Effects on the Teaching of, and Research in, the Discipline of Psychology." Canadian Psychology/Psychologic canadienne 38(4): 205-211, November 1997.
Furedy examines the effects of political correctness on academic freedom in Canadian universities, with specific attention to the field of psychology. He suggests that Canadian campuses are more repressive than the society at large, constituting "islands of repression in a sea of freedom." He terms this repression "velvet totalitarianism" and says that it has five identifying features: ambiguous and uninterpretable laws or rules; adjudicating experts who lack expertise; pervasive fear on campus of running afoul of acceptable political and social positions; the evaluation of behavior by the "identities of the actors"; and the demonization of enemies. In such a climate, the pursuit of truth with logic and facts gives way to a "culture of comfort" in which acceptable ideas must not give offense. This has lead to serious compromises of academic freedom in certain research areas in psychology, such as studies of group differences. Furedy reviews three cases of Canadian academic psychologists whose academic freedom was sacrificed to this "culture of comfort" and its manifestations.
