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It’s called freedom of speech 

(Re: “Multiculturalism is not racism,” 4 October 2001)

It’s not surprising that Hassan Khazen, who has signed himself as a member of the Equity Commission at the Students’ Administrative Council, thinks that Ray Girn’s view, “Multiculturalism is a form of racism” (4 September, 2001) is wrong. This is fair enough; individual readers will evaluate the strength of the arguments for the two sides of this complex and emotional issue.

But if one assumes that a university is the place where conflicting ideas should be discussed openly, then Mr. Khazen should not take the Varsity to task for its decision to publish Girn’s views as an opinion piece.

Publishing Girn’s views is not the same as approving of them, and is consistent with the principle of freedom of speech or diversity of opinions, a principle which should be primary at a university. I hope other members of the SAC Equity Commission understand this principle better than Mr. Khazen appears to. 

John J. Furedy,
Professor of Psychology

