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Velvet totalitarianism: John J. Furedy



Like George Jonas (I Spy with My Little Mind, March 16), I too experienced the joys of Stalinist totalitarianism in Budapest up to March, 1949 (after which my parents arranged our escape across Hungary's mined borders to "imperialist-capitalist" Australia), but at age nine I was too young to have participated in a local communist cell. In any case, my "bourgeois" non-designated-group background (in those days one had to have a peasant or worker background to enjoy the benefits of "affirmative action") would probably have disqualified me, as it did some older contemporaries, from going to university. 

Still, as a future citizen of Workers' Paradise, I was given a daily opportunity to be a young snitcher at least on weekdays when, every morning, our nice teacher would ask us what each of our parents had talked about at the breakfast table. The consequences of being snitched on in that totalitarian society were very harsh, as they were in Hitler's Germany, or Mao's China, especially during China's cultural revolution. So in that respect, I don't completely agree with Mr. Jonas when he suggests that the "Cultural Revolution seems to have arrived in Canada," since the consequences of being (unjustly) accused of being, say, a "racist" in Canada for an academic are less severe than being accused in Budapest in 1949 of being a "crypto-capitalist."

In other respects, however, the gains that political correctness has made in Canada during the past couple of decades are considerable, especially in the universities (for example, every campus except for McMaster university, has a speech code that is more extensive in forbidding "offensive" speech than Canada's off-campus hate laws -- hence universities are appropriately labeled as islands of repression in a sea of freedom). This suggests that even if we do not have a totalitarian regime in this country, we have a velvet totalitarian one that differs from those like 1949 Budapest only in terms of the severity of the punishments employed.
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