	Back to Lie Detection
	Home Page


SunStar01.doc

March 24, 1986
THE SUNDAY STAR

Does a lie detector really tell the truth?
Can lie detectors get at me truth?

“Its true that there have been advances in the electronic technology in recent years, but there have no substantive advances ii the logic employed in the questioning or the technique of questioning," says John Furedy of the Universi​ty of Toronto psychology depart​ment.

Critics such at Furedy are most concerned about the poly​graphs gaming more acceptance in police investigations in the industrial setting. At least in court, he says, the lest results would be subject to the regular scrutiny and criticism of the testimony of other "experts."

The questions are also not standardized, they’re made up by the polygrapher. He also feels polygraphs can be used to induce confessions— and not all confessions are -true con​fessions" — and. they are used as intimidators in the classic, "good cop, bad cop" setting.
“lf you're a suspect in a mur​der case it's likely you’ll be anxious about questioning in the first place, even if you're innocent. And the irony is the more you know-about the polygraph, the more anxious you’ll be because you know its failure rate.
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"When the police officer tells you you have nothing to worry about if you're innocent, he's not being strictly truthful.
Furedy, in arguing against the admissibility of polygraph results in court, says even If jurors are informed about the accuracy of polygraphic evidence, they may be seduced by the "magical aura" surrounding polygraphy.
"It is important to communi​cate to the layman that neither polygraphy in particular nor physiological measurements in general offer any special or, magic route to the truth."

