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Black Pole Band for Canadian Olympic Flag?
Re: Punishing China, editorial, March 27.

The editorial board’s suggestion that the Harper government should consider an outright boycott of the Beijing Games may be a laudable one, but it runs the risk of being perceived as contrary to the Olympic spirit. In addition, an outright boycott would also seem to rely on convincing the International Committee to make a collective ruling, when it is clear that many of the members of the IOC do not share the view that totalitarian regimes need to be punished for their actions.

We have another suggestion for the Canadian government that would mete out an effective symbolic punishment and that would not re​quire any co-operation from the IOC: gov​ernment should place a black band on the pole of the national flag that is carried at the Games’ opening ceremony. 

Such a gesture would provide a really effect​ive, face-damaging blow to those in the Chinese regime who have been trampling on human rights. And to the extent that other governments decide to do the same, it would nonetheless sig​nal Canada’s concern for human rights.

John and Christine Furedy, Sydney, Australia

(Toronto residents from 1967-2005).

Web Reference: http://www.nationalpost.com/todays_paper/story.html?id=445534
Re: What would Eric Liddell Do? Theo Caldwell, April 14.

I am a little disconcerted about the Post’s one-sided coverage of China in the past few weeks, exemplified by Theo Caldwell’s bombastic claim that athletes should boycott the Beijing Olym​pics because “China remains an enemy to free nations, its own citizens and the ideals of liberty.”

China has made significant strides toward Western ideals of liberty. In March, 2007, it passed legislation that protected the property rights of farmers, small businessmen and home​owners, and in January of this year it passed legislation that protects labour rights. Chinese intellectuals are now openly debating the fu​ture direction of their country, something that was unimaginable a short while ago. even in China’s authoritarian central government, there are myriad democratic initiatives at the local level, including municipal elections and ef​forts to involve major stakeholders in economic development initiatives.

China is taking an incremental approach to democratization and liberalization. Its leaders have learned from post-Soviet Russia, where a Western-promoted attempt to democratize and liberalize not only failed to create liberal democracy but also helped produce the Russia we see today: an anti Western, embittered na​tion that longs for a return to its former super​power status.

Let China liberalize and democratize accord​ing to its own watch.

Philip Giurlando, Toronto.

Re: Boycott Would Only Harm Athletes, April 14.
I have always admired Canadian speed skater Catriona LeMay Doan for her sporting achieve​ments. However, must admit was taken aback at her statements that “The opening ceremonies aren’t about them [boycott propon​ents]; they’re about the athletes … they’re about the athletes and the world coming together”.

It seems that some top athletes, who are al​ready subsidized by our tax dollars, have de​veloped a sense that their achievements entitle them to disregard the morality of seeming to of​fer support to a regime that so harshly treats its citizens. Regardless of one’s views on whether Tibet is legitimately a part of China or is an oc​cupied country, one cannot condone the treat​ment of dissidents with such a callous disregard for their rights.

It is ironic that in Theo Caldwell’s column in the same issue, he makes reference to Eric Liddell. As Mr. Caldwell notes, during the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris, Liddell refused to run on a Sunday because it was against his moral code. Compare that to Ms. Doan’s “it’s all about me” statements.

John Griffiths, Montreal.

China supporters rally in Ottawa, April 14.

Olympics-related China protests are psycho​logical — not political. They reflect deep-rooted fears that the rise of China will one day lead to the loss of freedoms in the West. 

Jeremy Zhang, a 37-year-old Ottawa chemist who emigrated from China in 2002 says, “think our country deserves the Olympics.” 

To which “our” is this new Canadian refer​ring? Isn’t it obvious that the Chinese govern​ment funds the organizations that orchestrate large pro-China demonstrations in the West? Why do the Western media report on these ral​lies without investigating the organizers? 

Steven Salamon, Toronto.

