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Unpublished letter to Economist December, 04



Your review of John Cornwell’s newest book on Pope John Paul II (“For God’s sake”) cites him as now agreeing that it is “impossible to judge his [the Pope’s] silence during the war, while Rome was under the heel of Mussolini and later occupied by the Germans”.

This is true for all European countries except for Hungary, where the killing and transportation of Jews began only in the summer of 1944, by which time the Vatican had ceased to be in any real danger.

In Budapest, more than 50% of the Jewish population survived, but in the countryside the survival rate was not much above a few percent. A significant factor influencing this murder rate was the fact that many catholic parish priests continued to talk to their parishioners about Jews crucifying Christ and drinking Christian children's blood. Not a word was said by the Pope to his Hungarian Catholics during the last half of 1944. The silence of the Pope at that late stage of the war is simply inexcusable.

JOHN J. FUREDY
Toronto, Ontario

